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Effectual Prayer 
By Margaret Denison Armstrong 


O YOU know what happened on that day 
When, burdened for souls, you tried to 
ray? 
Did you think you failed to touch the Throne 
When your lips were dumb, your prayer a 
groan? 

Over the sea in a hot, dry land; 
A sower sowed with faltering hand — 
But, lo! in that hour refreshing came: 
God’s servant spoke with a tongue of flame! 
And souls long steeped in a land of night 
Passed from gloom to marvelous light ; 
Away from idols they turned to God, 
Finding their peace in Jesus’ blood. 
For your faith had moved God’s mighty hand, 
And rain came down in a desertland. ¢ 


ye 
The Bullet of Gold 


Suitides are a tragic commonplace 
today, as men in increasing numbers see 
no reason for living. But a most un- 
usual suicide was recently reported in 
the Australian Lutheran Herald. “The 
correspondent from _ Belgrade  tele- 
graphed that Mohammed Sohinganie, re- 
puted until recently to be the richest 
man in Sarajevo, had committed suicide 
in a blatantly dramatic fashion. In 


keeping with his reputation, he shot. 


himself with a bullet of pure gold, which 
he had made for the purpose. An ex- 
amination of his papers revealed that 
he had used for this purpose his last 
gold pieces, as he was completely ruined 
and faced with penury. He had given 
everything for gold, and gold had killed 
him.” Suicide by a gold bullet is un- 
usual, perhaps unique, but to be killed 
by one’s own gold has been happening 
ever since the world began. This is why 
God’s Word condemns covetousness so 
unsparingly, classing it with the most 
glaring and degraded sins. When man 


serves mammon instead of God, mam- 
mon kills man; but God longs to save 
men, and does save “whosoever will.” 
So every man must choose, gold or God, 
suicide or salvation. 


Z— 
Charred but Powerful 


God’s words have God’s power. That 
is the wonder of the Bible —it reaches 
men whom nothing else can reach. The 
Bible House of Los Angeles publishes a 
remarkable tract telling of a charred 
New Testament. A young man in Guate- 
mala, a baker by trade but of a roving 
disposition, while out of a job in his 
travels saw a large unused oven in the 
yard of a business man and asked per- 
mission to use it to start a bakery. This 
being granted, the young man started 
to clean out the oven and found plenty 
of ashes and partly burned material. 
Then he noticed a charred little book 
in the rubbish, picked it up and exam- 
ined it, found it was in clear, readable 


type and many of the pages intact. He 
saw that it was evidently “the Protes- 
tants’ book,” which he had been warned 
was exceedingly bad and dangerous; he 
looked in every direction to see whether 
he was being watched, then brushed the 
soot from the charred covers and slip- 
ped the little book into his pocket. When 
he reached his room he shut himself 
in and began reading his new find. Day 
after day he pored over the charred 
pages, eagerly following the story of 
God’s love in sending Jesus Christ to 
save lost sinners. The Gospel in the little 
burned book was still “the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth” (Rom. 1:16). For, he says, 
he received Christ “in the best way I 
knew, and my soul overflowed with joy.” 
If a partly burned, discarded New Testa- 
ment in the rubbish and ashes of an old 
oven can bring a man out of death into 
life and make him a new creation, are 
we using the Bible that we have, unin- 
jured and entire, in eager recognition of 
its priceless and eternal treasures? 


Living by Faith—Concerning the Past 


66 WORD fitly spoken is like apples 
of gold in pictures of silver,” said 
Solomon (Prov. 25:11). Four 

times in Scripture we find these golden 

words set in silver frames: “The just 
shall live by faith.” They first appear 
in the prophecy of Habakkuk, then three 
times in Paul’s Letters. Spurgeon called 
this text “the key of truth by which 

Luther unlocked the dungeons of the 

human mind, and set bondaged hearts 

at liberty.” 

While the text sets forth primarily 
the great doctrine of justification by faith, 
yet when the thoughtful Christian con- 
siders it in the light of the context in 
each of the four occurrences, he may 
find in it truth that should dispel from 
his heart all anxiety concerning the past, 
present, and future. 


“Behold, his soul which is lifted up 
is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4). 
In the early part of the first chapter 

Habakkuk expresses great concern over 
wickedness in Israel (1:1-4); then God 
speaks, foretelling the captivity (1:5-11); 
the first chapter concludes with a solilo- 
quy of Habakkuk, concerning the holi- 





This is the first of three Bible studies given 
by Philip E. Howard, Jr., at the Memorial 
Day Conference this year at America’s Kes- 
wick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


ness of God and the wickedness of men 
(1:12-17). In the first part of Chapter 2 
Habakkuk stands upon a high place, fig- 
uratively, to hear God speak, and after 
a few words of instruction he hears the 
great message of the fourth verse. 

No one’s soul is upright which is lifted 
up in the sense of this text. King Uzziah 
presents a striking example of one whose 
heart was lifted up (2 Chron. 26). When 
he was young he felt his weakness and 
sought wisdom from God. But as he 
became successful as a warrior, builder, 
and farmer, “his heart was lifted up to 
his destruction,” and his downfall was 
not far distant. In Isaiah 14:12-14 we 
are told that Satan used the expression, 
‘T will” five times, setting himself 
against God, and bringing about his own 
banishment from Heaven. The heart of 
the Pharisee was lifted up in this same 
sense, for he thanked God that he was 
not as other men are (Luke 18). 

In strong contrast is the principle that 
came to Habakkuk in these words, “But 
the just shall live by his faith.” He had 
previously said he would see what his 
answer should be when he was reproved. 
But after hearing the prophecy of judg- 
ment, he writes: “O Lord, I have heard 
thy speech, and was afraid” (3:2). This 
recalls the words of Job: “I have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear: but 
now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I 
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abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes” (42:5, 6). 

In Philadelphia there is a judge who 
drives through Fairmount Park every 
morning from his suburban home to City 
Hall. It was reported that on several 
occasions he had observed reckless 
drivers, turned in their license numbers, 
and had the same drivers before him 
in court. Not knowing that they were 
before the judge who had witnessed their 
actions, they made many excuses. I 
wrote to the judge, asking whether this 
report were true. In reply I received 
an interesting letter, in which the judge 
cited several such cases. Then he added: 
“These and numerous others denied their 
guilt until I advised them that I had 
witnessed their conduct, and then they 
paid their fines.” Here is a reminder 
of Paul’s words: ‘Now we know that 
what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before 
God” (Rom. 3:19). 


By God’s Word at last my sin I learned; 
Then I trembled at the law I'd spurned, 
Till my guilty soul imploring turned 
To Calvary. 
—W. R. Newell. 


“For therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith: 
as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith” (Rom. 1:17). 


In the Epistle to the Romans the great 
doctrine of justification by faith is set 
forth in all its fullness. Just two hun- 
dred years ago this truth gripped John 
Wesley. He describes in his journal the 
experience that came May 24, 1738, as 
follows: “In the evening I went very 
unwillingly to a society in Aldergate 
Street where one was reading Luther’s 
preface to the Epistle to the Romans. 
About a quarter before nine, while he 
was describing the change which God 
works in the heart through faith in 
Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. 
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, 
for my salvation; and an assurance was 
given me that he had taken away my 
sins, even mine, and saved me from the 
law of sin and death.” 

“This article of justification,” wrote 
Luther, “is what creates the Church, 
nourishes it, edifies it, preserves and de- 
fends it: no one can teach worthily in the 
Church, or oppose an adversary with 
success, if he does not adhere to this 
truth. This is the heel that shall bruise 
the head of the serpent.” 

Just before quoting the text from 
Habakkuk, Paul writes: “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.” There is much con- 
fusion among men today as to just what 
the Gospel is. But there is no confusion 
in the Bible, and it is clearly set forth 
again and again. Here are two inspired 
proclamations of the Gospel: “God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:8); “For I delivered unto 
you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the scriptures; and that he 
was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures” (1 
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Cor. 15:3, 4). It is the fact of Christ’s 
death in our place that is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth. . . 

The Gospel reveals not only God’s love 
and mercy, but also his righteousness. 
It was God’s love that sent his Son to 
die for us, but since Christ has died 
and risen again, God can now right- 
eously forgive the sinner who trusts in 
Christ. Commenting on Romans 1:17 
Bishop Handley Moule wrote that the 
righteousness of God here means “the 
acceptance accorded by the Holy Judge 
to sinful man. Thus it stands practically 
equivalent to— God’s way of justifying 
the ungodly, His method for liberating 
His love wisile he magnifies His law. In 
effect, not as a translation but as an 
explanation, God’s righteousness is God’s 
justification.” This righteousness is re- 
vealed “from faith to faith,” and per- 
haps one of the best explanations of this 
rather difficult phrase is found in the 
translation of Conybeare and Howson, 
which reads, “A righteousness which 
springs from faith, and which faith re- 
ceives.” 

There is only one way to have peace 
concerning the sins of the past, and that 
is through the assurance that we have 
received the righteousness of God 
through faith in Christ. The first great 
message of the text is that we can begin 
to live only by faith. This same truth 
is plainly set forth in other passages, 
as for instance, “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
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him” (John 3:36); “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast” 
(Eph. 2:8, 9); “He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life” (1 John 5:12). 

It is possible to associate with Chris- 
tians, to be a church member, and per- 
haps to act and look like a Christian, 
without having received this righteous- 
ness of God through faith in Christ, and 
the eternal life that he gives to all who 
sincerely believe in Christ as their Sav- 
iour. In the city of Brussels there are 
two kinds of flower shops, one in which 
skillfully made artificial flowers are sold, 
and the other in which living flowers 
are for sale. The two kinds of flowers 
look so much alike that at a little dis- 
tance one cannot tell which are real 
and which are artificial. But there is 
a great difference between them, for 
some are living and some are not. The 
artificial flowers give forth no sweet 
perfume, and if they are crushed or bent 
or broken they cannot be revived, as the’ 
living flowers can be when placed in 
water. It is not the outward appearance 
that makes a Christian, but new life in 
Christ. 


Jesus, my one prevailing plea, 

To Thee, alone, for help I flee: 
Teach me my all in Thee to find, 
Thou Priest and Sacrifice combined. 


Far as Thy perfect Law extends, 

Its utmost claim Thy work defends; 

Deep as our sorest need it goes, 

And boundless as Thy love it flows! 
—Wm. Newton, D.D. 


(To be continued next week) 
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On Writing Poetry 


Readers of THE SunpAy SCHOOL 
TIMEs have often expressed their appre- 
ciation of the messages in verse that are 
published, one each week, on the first 
page of this paper, and the editors are 
assured that these have often brought 
strength or comfort or peace to troubled 
or needy hearts. Many manuscripts are 
submitted by readers, and of course only 
a very few can be accepted for publi- 
cation. Some have to be returned be- 
cause, while entirely worthy of publi- 
cation, others, for one reason or another, 
have a preferred claim on the very 
limited space available. And again, verse 
manuscripts are submitted that, while 
containing true Christian sentiment, are 
quite lacking in the form and work- 
manship that are essential in verse or 
poetry. With the thought that some 
may be interested in a few suggestions 
offered by the Editor in a recent letter 
to a reader who had submitted some 
verse manuscripts, the letter is given 
here in part: 


“Thank you for letting us see the verse 
manuscripts with your letter. There is 
true Christian sentiment in these pieces, 
but I am sorry that they are not what 
we can-use in Tue Sunpay Scuoor TIMEs. 

“May I make a suggestion as to the 


great difficulty in writing real poetry? 
The writing of poetry, like the painting 
of a picture, the producing of a piece of 
sculpture, or the playing of a musical 
instrument like the violin, is an art of 
the highest character, and is mastered 
only after years of study and practice. 
I think it is safe to say that it never 
comes spontaneously,—could a person 
who has never touched a violin pick one 
up and play acceptably on it? The same 
is true of all true art; the results that. 
reach men’s hearts and souls come only 
after the most thorough, persistent, pa- 
tient study and practice and training. 
Merely putting down thoughts in lines 
that rhyme is not poetry. In one of your 
pieces I notice that you have even tried 
to rhyme the words ‘plan’ and ‘sham,’ — 
and they do not rhyme! 

“I mustn’t attempt to suggest some of 
the foundation principles of true poetry; 
there are books on the subject which you 
can readily secure if you really want to 
study and begin a life-long effort of mas- 
tering the subject. It is true, of course, 
that some people have a divinely given 
talent for one art or another, like that 
of writing, painting, or music; but even 
with such a gift to start with, years of 
the hardest kind of work are always 
necessary if.the gift is to be exercised’ 
and made really useful.” 
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By James L. Kelso, D.D. 


How the Archeologists Study Ancient Cities 


Cutting through the mounds of Palestine which are like giant layer cakes 


Archeological Editor of The Sunday School Times and Professor of Semitics 
and Biblical Archeology in the Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary 














began a brief campaign of excava- 

tions at Tell el-Hesi. This was the 
first bit of scientific archeological exca- 
vation to be done in Palestine. Petrie 
had worked for ten years in Egypt and 
had there mastered the countless details 
of Egyptian pottery. As he studied these 
details, he saw how from century to 
century they changed; and thus from 
the details of the pottery that he found 
in his excavations he could date the 
various city levels from which they 
came, even if they contained no inscrip- 
tional data of any kind. 

His scientific knowledge of digging and 
of pottery details he now put to work 
on Palestinian soil. Two sites were sug- 
gested to him by the Palestine Explora- 
tion Fund, but after examining them 
briefly he rejected them as of no value 
for Old Testament research, for the pot- 
_ tery that covered these sites was all 
more recent than Old Testament times. 
Then he turned his attention to what 
every one else had been calling a natu- 
ral hill, but which he recognized at once 
as an artificial hill—a “tell,” that is, 
the ruins of an Old Testament city. 


[' APRIL, 1890, W. M. Flinders Petrie 


Nature Exposes a Cross-Section 


Nature co-operated in this discovery, 
for in the course of the centuries a 
small stream had undercut a part of 
the old city and thus left a cross-section 
of it exposed to Petrie’s instant research. 
Here he saw exactly what he had seen 
in Egyptian ruins: that various types of 
pottery were located at various heights 
in the mound, — the old pottery of course 
being in the deepest parts and the 
younger types of pottery in the higher 
levels. Furthermore, the Palestinian pof- 
tery was in many instances related to 
his Egyptian pottery. 

In other sections of the mound he cut 
trenches and dug small sections of the 
tell, until at the close of a six weeks’ 
campaign he was able to give to the 
world for the first time the picture of 
how an Old Testament city actually 
looked and some of the details of the 
life of its people. 

Tell el-Hesi lies in the southwestern 
part of Judzea, where its lowest hills 
break down into the Philistine plain. It 
is twenty-three miles west of Hebron and 
sixteen miles east of Gaza. Because of an 
Arab village three miles away called 
Umm Lakis—meaning in Arabic 
“Mother of the Itch!’—this ruin was 
identified as Lachish. Research of later 
years, however, showed that this was the 
incorrect identification for Lachish. 
The correct ancient Lachish is now be- 
ing excavated by the English. It is 
located at Tell ed-Duweir. At one time 
Frederick Bliss visited Tell ed-Duweir 
and examined its surface pottery, but he 
had no idea that this mound rather than 
Tell el-Hesi was the true Lachish. The 


The stony little hills of Bible lands, 
which seem so barren and uninter- 
esting to the untrained eye, often 
prove to be natural storehouses of 
priceless records. These records are 
of many different forms, and the 
archeologists know how to sort them 
out of the debris, preserve them, and 
interpret them. We owe them a great 
debt of gratitude for their painstaking 
labors, which have supplied us with 
such a wealth of material corrob- 
orating the Bible, and throwing light 
on the customs of the people in Bible 
times. In this second article in his 
series on the History of Archeology 
in Palestine, Dr. Kelso describes the 
methods of work and the contribu- 
tions of two well-known archeol- 
ogists. 








exact identification of Tell el-Hesi, on 
the other hand, has not been definitely 
discovered. The most probable identifi- 
cation is that it is ancient Eglon, whose 
king played a very interesting part as 
an opponent of Joshua in the conquest 
days (Josh. 10: 1-37). 

The pottery and other data on the site 
told Petrie that the city was founded by 
the Canaanites long before the Israelite 
conquest. Furthermore, the city was 
occupied during most of the time from 
its foundation until its disappearance in 
the inter-Testament period about 400 
B. C. The Palestine Exploration Fund 
published his researches in a volume 
called “Tell el-Hesy, Lachish.” (There 
are two ways to spell “Hesi,” — the older 
form “Hesy” was used in this book.) 
It was the first scientific publication of an 
archeological dig in Palestine. Petrie 
then retired to Egypt where he continued 
his tireless researches in the land of 
the Pharaohs until 1927, when because 
of the changed antiquities’ law there he 
abandoned Egypt and began the series 
of Palestinian excavations which he is 
still conducting. 


No Place for a Steam Shovel 


The Palestine Exploration Fund 
wished to continue the dig at Tell el- 
Hesi, so they secured the American, 
Frederick Bliss, whose father was the 
President of the Protestant Mission Col- 
lege at Beirut, Syria. Bliss’ experience 
with the Arabs, plus an apprenticeship 
with Petrie in Egypt, fitted him for the 
continuation of the work at Tell el-Hesi, 
which he conducted in 1891-93. As he 
had sixty feet of the ruined city to dig 
through before he came to virgin soil, 
he attempted to excavate only about 
one-third of the mound. This section, 
however, he cut down carefully layer 
by layer, and studied and surveyed each 
city in detail before he threw its re- 
mains over into the valley so as to ex- 
cavate the next city lower down. Over 


seven hundred thousand cubic yards of — 
earth were removed in his researches. 
The Palestine Exploration Fund pub- 
lished Bliss’ findings in a small book 
entitled, “A Mound of Many Cities.” 

Bliss had an instinct for archeology. 
He discovered and surveyed eight sep- 
arate cities on the tell. (He actually 
found eleven cities, but could not secure 
enough remains of three of these to 
make detailed surveyor’s plans, so we 
commonly speak of eight cities.) He 
dated all but the earliest three correctly; 
and the correct date for these last cities 
has been worked out only in the last 
few years. The city actually encom- 
passed a history from 2300 B. C. to 400 
B. G. 

Bliss next worked in Jerusalem, but 
I hope to describe all the researches in 
Jerusalem in a separate article at a later 
date. In 1898 Bliss, assisted by a young 
Macalister of whom we shall hear more 
later, began excavations in the Shephe- 
lah, that series of low hills running north 
and south which formed a constant mili- 
tary problem between the Philistines of 
the plain and the people of the moun- 
tains of Judah. He began work at Tell 
Zakariyah (Old Testament Azekah), 
which guards an important crossing of 
the Vale of Elah through the Shephelah. 


An Old Testament Citadel 


The site, about twelve hundred feet 
above sea level, gave a view over almost 
all of the Philistine plain. Although the 
city was a small one, in addition to the 
normal city wall, it contained at one end 
of the city a well preserved citadel as 
a secondary defense. Here was an irreg- 
ular rectangle whose longest side was 
221 feet and whose shortest side was 
116 feet (inside measurements). Towers 
strengthened all four corners and two. 
extra ones buttressed strategic sides of 
the fort. The first work on the citadel 
is probably that of Rehoboam as re- 
corded in 2 Chronicles 11:5, 9. Later 
reconstructions, including the towers, 
were made; and the citadel was used as 
late as the days of Nebuchadnezzar, for 
Jeremiah 34:7 tells us that it was one 
of the last cities to be captured by that 
king. Nehemiah 11:30 tells us that the 
city was reoccupied after the exile, and 
the debris on the ruins tells the same 
story. The city then lost its prosperity 
in the Roman times. 

The site was occupied before Joshua’s 
conquest as witnessed by its pottery, but 
no major details of that early city can 
be worked out. The most interesting 
reference to Azekah in the Bible is in 
1 Samuel 17, where we are told that it 
overlooked the Vale of Elah and the 
battleground of David and Goliath. 

Five miles west of Azekah this Vale 
of Elah comes out of the Shephelah hills 
and into the Philistine plain. Here rises 
a hill, crowned with ruins, called Tell 
es-Safi. The site doubtless has a rich 
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history, but only a small section of the 
mound could be excavated. The Cru- 
saders had pre-empted part of it in 1144 
for their castle, Blanche-Grande; the 
Arabs had a modern village in another 
section; and the burial of a Mohamme- 
dan saint on the mound had made the 
site so holy that it contained also two 
large cemeteries. The ancient city wall 
was traced around most of the city ex- 
cept where the precipitous cliffs on the 
north apparently offered sufficient de- 
fense. The wall was constructed of 
stones in its lower courses and of mud 
bricks in the upper. Its exterior was 
covered with mud and plastered white. 
This was probably a camouflage tech- 
nique to hide from the enemy the exact 
nature of the wall’s construction. It 
had the average ten-foot width of a 
Palestinian wall. 


The House of a Wealthy Family 


In one place on the site was a refuse 
heap whose debris was rich in miscel- 
laneous objects from the times of the 
Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, and 
Greeks. Little in the way of good house 
construction was found in the small area 
available for excavation with the ex- 
ception of one fine, well-to-do house 
from the latter part of the divided king- 
dom. The excavators were misled by 
its good construction and its large col- 
umns to call it a high place or temple. 
We know today, however, that it was 
simply the house of a wealthy family. 
The city was inhabited almost continu- 
‘ously from Canaanite to Maccabean 
times. 

The excavators thought the site quite 
likely to be that of Gath. It is more 
probably to be identified as Libnah, but 
this is by no means proved. If Tell es- 
Safi is ancient Libnah, then those old 
city gates have indeed looked down on 
a checkered history. Joshua’s troops 
stormed the city (Josh. 10:29, 30). At 
the distribution of the territory it was 
allotted to the tribe of Judah (Josh. 15: 
42), although it actually was one of the 
cities occupied by the children of Aaron 
within the boundaries of Judah (Josh. 
21:8, 13). In the days of Jehoram of 
‘Judah, who had intermarried into the 
house of Ahab, Libnah revolted (2 Kings 
8:22). Judah later captured it and 2 
Kings 19:8 tells us of it being besieged 
by Sennacherib. Later it gave Judah 
one of its daughters, Hamutal, to be the 
wife of good king Josiah (2 Kings 23: 
31). Their son Jehoahaz, who was next 
on the throne, was deposed by Pharaoh- 
necoh and was deported to Egypt. On 
his way thither he must needs pass 
within sight of his mother’s home at 
Libnah (2 Kings 23:31-34). Jehoahaz 
was succeeded by two of his half 
brothers. The latter of these was de- 
posed by Nebuchadnezzar who then 
made Zedekiah, a full brother of Jehoa- 
haz, king of Judah. Thus the last king 
of Jerusalem was a grandson of this city 
of Libnah—for his mother was also 
Hamutal of Libnah (2 Kings 24:18). 

The next site evacuated was Tell ej- 
Judedeh, just north of Beit Jibrin. Only 
the southern part of the mound was 
excavated, although the complete cir- 
cuit of the walls for a city of late date 
was traced. Indeed, most of its’ course 
showed above ground and only its foun- 
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dations needed to be uncovered. This 
wall averaged ten feet in thickness, but 
was curiously strengthened by some six- 
teen buttresses on the inside of the wall. 
These buttresses averaged about fourteen 
feet by four feet. The south gate which 
was well preserved to the height of 
seven feet showed an opening ten feet 
wide. The north gate was only eight 
and one-half feet wide. There had been 
a gate on the east side of the city, but 
it had been closed up in the later years. 
The city apparently also had a western 
gate, although the wall is too badly 
ruined at that point for us to be dog- 
matic. The wall was laid on debris and 
is to be dated to the Greek and Roman 
periods. The only building of impor- 
tance excavated was a Roman villa in 
the center of the city. “One entered 
through a long, narrow passage into a 
large courtyard which contained a pool 
surrounded by eight columns. Rooms 
opened off this courtyard on the east 
and south, but not on the north. To the 
west, that is, across the long entrance 
hallway, was a separate: building smaller 
than the house proper. It consisted of 
small rooms built around a plain court- 
yard; it was probably the women’s quar- 
ters. 


The King’s Property 


The pottery finds show the city’s heav- 
iest occupation to be in early Canaanite 
times and late Hebrew and Roman times. 
The most interesting objects found were 
a large number of jar handles stamped 
with the words, “Belonging to the king,” 
followed by one of four place names: 
“Hebron, Socoh, Ziph, and Mamshath.” 
This latter city is not mentioned in the 
Bible but is located in the Negeb, south 
of Judza. Bliss and his contemporaries 
proposed various theories to interpret 
these inscriptions. We now know that 
about the. time of Hezekiah the king- 
dom of Judah was divided into four ad- 
ministrative districts with these cities as 
centers. Taxes were paid in kind (oil 
or wine) and put into the large govern- 
ment official storage jars which bore 
these seals imprinted upon their handles. 
Later these jars seem to have circulated 
as official measures. Bliss did not know 
what Old Testament city was repre- 
sented by Tell ej-Judeideh; nor do we 
know much more today. Some think it 
may be Moresheth-gath, the home of the 
prophet Micah. 

The next site excavated was Tell San- 
dahannah, a rile south of Beit Jibrin. 
It was the Old Testament Maresh&ah and 
the inter-Testament Marisa. It stood 
where the north and south road through 
the Shephelah made junction with an 
eastbound road which climbed from this 
site up to Hebron. 

As the Turkish permit for the excava- 
tions was about to expire Bliss was able 
to excavate only the upper layer. This 
city from the third and second centuries 
B. C. was completely excavated, and 
for the first time one could get a com- 
plete view of a Palestinian city. It was 
a small place, on an irregular, four- 
sided plan, whose sides approximated 
five hundred feet each. The city wall 
averaged only five feet in thickness with 
a maximum of eleven feet. 
the corners and at irregular distances 
strengthened the walls. This was actu- 
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ally an inner city wall, for the remains 
of an outer wall about fifteen feet dis- 
tant were discovered at certain points. 
Here and there it interlocked with the 
towers of the inner wall. Its construc- 
tion was poor. 

The gate was at the eastern end of 
the city, and it entered into a large 
building which the excavators conjec- 
tured to be the barracks. The city had 
three north-south streets and two east- 
west ones, meeting approximately at 
right angles, as in a well planned Hellen- 
istic town. 

Quite unique also was a find of six- 
teen small figurines made of lead. The 
hands and feet of these figures were 
bound with ropes of lead or bronze or 
iron. They are charms, and belong to 
the field of sympathetic magic. They 
represent the punishment that jealous 
Greeks desired to inflict upon their per- 
sonal enemies. A goodly number of 
magical tablets were also discovered, 
although only a few were sufficiently in- 
tact to be easily read. They are impre- 
catory inscriptions, especially the type 
that call upon the gods to fetter, that 
is, to kill or to injure seriously, a cer- 
tain person who ks wronged the one 
who now utters this prayer. The need 
of Christ’s teaching on the forgiveness 
of one’s enemy is thus shown in these 
interesting historic backgrounds. Some 
of these inscriptions even date from the 
early days of the Christian Church, thus 
showing that the Church still had evan- 
gelistic work to do in Palestine. 


Amid the Fortunes of War 


Mareshah was captured by Joshua 
(Josh. .15:44). Like Azekah it was forti- 
fied by Rehoboam (2 Chron. 11:8). The 
great battle between Asa, king of Judah, 
and Zerah, the Ethiopian, was fought in 
the Vale of Zephathah at Maresha (2 
Chron. 14:9-15). One of the prophets 
who condemned Jehoshaphat’s trade alli- 
ance with Ahaziah for the Red Sea com- 
merce was Eliezer the son of Dodavah 
of Mareshah (2 Chron. 20:37). The 
prophet Micah of Moresheth-gath pre- 
dicted the conquest of the neighboring 
city of Mareshah (Mic. 1:14, 15). These 
two cities with similar names should not 
be confused, as is so often done. 

The city had an even more exciting 
time in the inter-Testament period. It 
was plundered by Judas Maccabeaus and 
a few years later was captured by John 
Hyrcanus. Pompey restored it to the 
Idumeans, but the Parthians destroyed 
it in 40 B. C. 

The work of these four excavations is 
recorded in a volume of the Palestine 
Exploration Fund, entitled, “Excavations 
in Palestine, 1898-1900,” by F. J. Bliss, 
R.A.S. Macalister, and R. Wunsch. It is 
a massive work, and marks a new step 
in publication because of its detail. One 
half of the book is text and the other 
half is given over to plans of the exca- 
vations and drawings of the objects 
found. The chapter on pottery is the 
best published before the World War. 
There are also studies on the caves and 
tombs found in the neighborhood of 
these excavations, especially near Mare- 


ishah. Here the hills were of soft lime- 


stone which worked easily. Caves of ten 
to twenty rooms were common, and one 
actually contained sixty rooms. The most 
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interesting of all was a columbarium (a 
vault for urns containing the ashes of 
the dead) 93 feet long, 4% feet wide, and 
22 feet high. This main hall was crossed 
by two transepts. The walls contained 
1,906 small recesses neatly arranged in 
panels. Their most likely use was for 
cinerary urns, although the recesses are 
smaller than usual. 

At the close of these excavations in the 
Shephelah, Bliss retired from active 
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archeological research. His going was a 
great loss to the young science, for none of 
his successors in the next twent 


accurate interpreters of archeological 
history as he was. Thus the first period 
of active archeological digging closes at 
the turn of the century with the retire- 
ment of this young American scholar, 
Frederick J. Bliss. 


PITTSBURGH. 








The Gospel singer who pointed others 
to the bliss of Heaven 








When Moody “Discovered” Philip Bliss 


By Archibald McKinlay, Jr. 














centennial anniversary of the birth 

of Philip Paul Bliss, the Gospel 
singer, who gave to the world the words 
and music of many hymns which prove 
to be a perennial blessing. Hence it is 
fitting that we should pause and consider 
how the hand of the Lord led him. 

Bliss’ God-given talent can be well 
seen in the incidents of the summer eve- 
ning in 1869, when he met D. L. Moody. 
Bliss and his wife had been living in 
Chicago for four years, working for 
Root and Cady, music publishers, but 
had not met Moody. This Sunday eve- 
ning Mr. and Mrs. Bliss went out for a 
walk before going to church, and they 
came upon an open-air meeting, to which 
they were attracted by the earnestness 
of the speaker. They were told it was 
Moody, and after an earnest appeal they 
followed him to Wood’s Museum, where 
he was holding a large revival meeting. 
That night Mr. Moody was without his 
usual leader for the singing, and the 
music was rather weak. From the audi- 
ence Bliss with his fine voice helped as 
much as he could, and attracted Moody’s 
attention. At the close of the meeting 
Moody was at the door shaking hands 
with all who passed out, and as Bliss 
came to him he soon had his name and 
history, and a promise that when he was 
in Chicago he would come and help in 
the singing at the theater meetings. 
Later Moody remonstrated with Messrs. 
Root and Cady, “Where in the world 
have you kept such a man for four 
years, that he isn’t known in Chi- 
cago?” 

This talented, spiritual singer was 
born in the backwoods of Clearfield 
County, Pa. 

When about ten years of age, a large, 
overgrown lad, he was passing a house 
in the village and he heard music 
sweeter than anything to which he had 
ever before listened. The door stood 
open; he was irresistibly drawn toward 
the sweet sounds; barefoot, he entered 
unobserved, and stood at the parlor door 
listening entranced, as a young lady 
played on the first piano he had ever 
seen. When she stopped, he exclaimed 
fervently, “Oh, lady, play some more.” 
She looked around surprised, with no 
appreciation of the tender heart, and 
cried, “Go out of here with your great 
feet.” He went away crushed, but 
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neglected not the gift that was in 
him. 

His first years provided few advan- 
tages for formal education. However, 
his mother taught him, the Word of God 
was read constantly in his home, and 
his father loved to sing. At the age of 
eleven he wént to work on a farm, 

While attending school near Elk Run, 
Pa., the following year, Bliss made his 
profession of faith in Christ under the 
revival preaching of a Baptist minister, 
but he could not recall a time when he 
did not trust in the Lord Jesus. 

At fourteen he was assistant cook in 
a lumber. camp on Pine Creek. The next 
two years found him cutting logs and 
working in a sawmill. At eighteen he 
taught school in New York. The follow- 
ing winter he taught school at Towner 
Hill, near Rome, Pa. Of his sixty-one 
pupils fifteen were Towners; one of them 
was D. B. Towner, composer of “Trust 
and Obey.” 

In 1858 Bliss settled in Rome, Pa., 
where he made his home for the last 
twenty years of his life. The following 
year on June 1 Bliss married Miss Lucy 
Young, with whose parents he had been 
staying while he taught at the Rome 
Academy. She was Bliss’ constant com- 
panion throughout life, in Chicago, in 
Gospel work, and even in their sad 
death. 

After his marriage Bliss worked for 
his father-in-law on the farm, and de- 
voted himself partly to singing and sing- 
ing schools. Soon the singing became 
his whole concern and, as he turned to 
composing, Root and Cady requested his 
services, after they had accepted his first 
composition, “Lora Vale,” a secular bal- 
lad. But this talented man, trained in a 
few short sessions of normal singing 








Lines from One of Bliss’ 
Beloved Hymns 


Sing them over again to me, 
Wonderful words of Life ; 
Let me more of their beauty see, 
Wonderful words of Life. 
Words of life and beauty, 
Teach me faith arid duty: 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
Wonderful words of Life. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
Wonderful words of Life. 
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schools, was soon led to sing and com- 
pose for the Lord, . 


enter full-time Gospel work with 
Major Whittle, who left a good salary 
as manager of the Elgin Watch Company 
in Chicago. From early in 1874 to the 
fall of 1876 they toured Illinois, Wiscon- 
sin, Michigan, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama, and Georgia. 

As Mr. and Mrs. Bliss were returning 
to Chicago ufter a visit to Rome for the 
Christmas season of the Centennial year, 
the train crashed through the bridge at 
Ashtabula, Ohio, at eight o’clock on a 
bitter winter night, and fell seventy-five 
feet into the small river below. About 
fifty of the approximately one hundred 
and fifty passengers were rescued, but 
the rest, including Mr. and Mrs. Bliss, 
were burned to death in the fire of 
wooden cars kindled by the oil lamps. 
The exact circumstances of their death 
are not known. After the fire only three 
bodies were found, charred beyond rec- 
ognition; nothing of Mr. Bliss or his wife 
was ever found. 

It is inspiring to remember some of 
those hymns of which he wrote both the 
words and the music, such as “Wonderful 
Words of Life,” “Almost Persuaded,” 
“The Light of the World is Jesus,” “Jesus 
Loves Even Me,” and “Free from the 
Law! Oh, Happy Condition.” 

The telling by Moody of a shipwreck 
at Cleveland harbor, due to the failure 
of the breakwater lights, led Bliss to 
write, “Let the Lower Lights Be Burn- 
ing.” Moody had said: “Brethren, the ~ 
Master will take care of the great light- 
house; let us keep the lower lights burn- 
ing.” 

Major Whittle was fond of using an 
incident from the Civil War to illus- 
trate the hope that comes from trusting 
in the Lord’s near return. He would 
tell how General W. T. Sherman signaled 
from Kennesaw Mountain in Georgia to 
a besieged fort twenty miles away: 
“Hold the fort; I am coming.” Bliss 
wrote the hymn after hearing Major 
Whittle at Rockford, Ill., in 1870. In their 
last year together Whittle and Bliss vis- 
ited Kennesaw Mountain, and sang to- 
gether from its height, “Hold the Fort.” 
Afterward the pine tree from which 
the signals were flown was cut down 
and made into souvenirs. Ira D. Sankey 
received a baton made from its wood. 

We should remember others of Bliss’ 
hymns, such as, “Hallelujah! What a 


Saviour !” “Dare to Be a Daniel,” “’Tis 
the Promise of God Full Salvation to 
give!” “Whosoever Will,” and “More 


Holiness Give Me.” Dozens of hymns 
from this indefatigable musician can be 
found in our Gospel song books, 

Those who are in the vicinity are in- 
vited to gather at the celebration on 
July 17 at 2.30 P. M. Eastern Standard 
Time, in Rome, Pa., around the monu- 
ment erected in memory of Philip Bliss, 
which Moody and Sankey dedicated 
sixty-one years ago before a crowd esti- 
mated at 10,000 people. Homer Rode- 
heaver is expected to be present to lead 
the singing, and B. D. Ackley, another 
well-known hymn writer from Bradford 
County, will be the accompanist, 

ATHENS, Pa. 
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LESSON 3. JULY 17. DEBORAH: EMERGENCY LEADERSHIP 


International Uniform Lesson.— Judges 4:1 to 5:31; printed text, Judges 4:1-9, 12-14 
Golden Text.—Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this ?—Esther 4: 14d 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Judges 4:1-9, 12-14 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Judges 4:1 And the children of Israel again did evil in the 
Sight of the Lorp, when Ehud was dead. 

2 And the Lorp sold them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was 
Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles. 

3 And the children of Israel cried unto the Lorp: for he had 
nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily 
oppressed the children of Israel. 

4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged 
Israel at that time. 

5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and the children of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. 

6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of 
Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lorp God of 
Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, 
and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali 
and of the children of Zebulun? 

7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; 
and I will deliver him into thine hand. 

8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I 
will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. 

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the 
journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the 
Lorp shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah 
arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

12 And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam 
was gone up to mount Tabor. 

13 And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine 
hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, 
from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Judges 4:1 And the children of Israel again did that which 
was evil in the sight of Jehovah, when Ehud was dead. 2 And 
Jehovah sold them into. the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that 
reigned in Hazor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, who 
dwelt in Harosheth of the !Gentiles. 3 And the children of 
Israel cried unto Jehovah: for he had nine hundred chariots of 
iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of 
Israel. 

4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, she judged 
Israel at that time. 5 And she *2dwelt under the palm-tree of 
Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the hill-country of 
Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judg- 
ment. 6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out 
of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, commanded, saying, Go and draw unto mount 
Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children 
of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun? 7 And I will draw 
unto thee, to the river Kishon, Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s 
army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver 
him into thy hand. 8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go 
with me, then I will go; but if thou wilt not go with me, I will 
not go. 9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwith- 
standing, the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine 
honor; for Jehovah will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. 
And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 


12 And they told Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam was 
gone up to mount Tabor. 13 And Sisera gathered together all 
his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the 
people that were with him, from Harosheth of the +4 Gentiles, 
unto the river Kishon. 14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; 
for this is the day in which Jehovah hath delivered Sisera into 
thy hand: is not Jehovah gone out before thee? So Barak went 
down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 
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~14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in 
which the Lorp hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not 
the Lorp gone out before thee? So Barak went down from 
mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE Book of Judges we have the 
i story of Israel’s repeated failures and 

God’s marvelous intervention in 
grace, giving leader after leader to de- 
liver his people from the deserved con- 
sequences of their own sins, when they 
turned to him in repentance. He loved 

_ them too well to allow them to prosper 

in their rebellion against his Word, but, 
on the other hand, he was ever ready 
to heed their cry when they humbled 
themselves before him. 

Ordinarily, it was some man of pe- 
culiar strength or ability who came to 
the front in the day of need and distress. 
But in chapters 4 and 5 we get the record 
of a woman-judge, Deborah, raised up 
in sovereign grace to do more than a 
man’s part in giving victory to the op- 
pressed people of God. 

When we consider the times in which 
she lived, the story of this devoted and 
God-fearing woman seems all the more 
remarkable. Hers was a peculiar spir- 
itual energy, coupled with sound com- 
mon sense, which together made her the 
outstanding leader of her day. And 
through all her varied experiences she 
remained a modest and self-effacing 
woman, a wife and a mother in Israel, 
exercising her divinely given preroga- 
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tives in a manner at once wise and 
blameless. No trace of vanity, no arro- 
gance or imperiousness are manifested 
in her behavior. Like the “virtuous 
woman” of Proverbs 31, she “openeth 
her mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness” (v. 26). 


The Historical Setting 


The period of the Judges extended 
from shortly after the death of Joshua 
until the days of Samuel—a period of 
approximately 300 years, or from about 
1427 B. C. to 1106 B. C. The chronology 
of these times is perplexing because of 
the fact that the judges were raised up 
in different parts of the land and it is 
not always possible to tell when there 
was an overlapping of their administra- 
tions. It is generally conceded that the 
period indicated by Paul covers much 
more than the actual days of the judges 
(Acts 13:20). 


Verse by Verse 


Judges 4:1—“When Ehud was dead.” 
We are not told how much time elapsed 
after the death of Ehud, the left-handed 
(3:15), ere the people sank again into 
idolatry. But we know that Shamgar 
succeeded Ehud to the judgeship, so the 
decline may have begun in his days. 

Verse 2.—“The Lord sold them.” In 
the. divine government, disaster always 
follows disobedience. God will not pro- 
tect his people, if willfully sinning, from 
their enemies. When men refuse alle- 


1Or, nations. *Or, sat. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


giance to his authority they must learn 
by bitter experience the hard bondage 
of sin. 


Verse 3.—“Israel cried unto the Lord.” 
In realized helplessness, they turned 
back to the only One who could deliver 
them. The forces of Jabin were mighty, 
but Israel cried to the Almighty and 
their supplication was heard. 


Verse 4.—“Deborah, a prophetess.” A 
woman had already been raised up by 
God, who was to be the chosen instru- 
ment to free his people from the Gen- 
tile oppressor. It was a most unusual 
circumstance for a woman to be in such 
a position, but in emergencies the Lord 
can and often does overrule all prece- 
dents. : 


Verse 5.—“Under the palm tree.” Out 
in the open Deborah held her court, and 
to her the people came for decisions 
when in trouble with their brethren. 
In the district where Samuel dwelt later, 
this wise and valiant woman dwelt. 


Verse 6.—“She sent and called Barak.” 
Deborah knew the man for the hour — 
a soldier of Kedesh-Naphtali, north of 
the Sea of Galilee, by the waters of 
Merom, Barak by name, who had been 
strangely inactive until the call came 
through the woman judge to lead the 
armies of Naphtali and Zebulun against 
the oppressor of Israel. 

Verse 7.—“I will draw unto thee... 
Sisera.” It was God who was speaking 
through his handmaiden. He would cause 
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Sisera and his host to join battle with 
Barak’s army at the little river Kishon, 
near the foot of Mount Carmel, and he 
promised victory to Israel. 

Verse 8.—“If.” Barak’s faith was at 
low ebb. He agrees to go only if Deb- 
orah accompany him; otherwise he re- 
fuses to move. How striking the contrast 
between his weakness and Deborah's 
strength ! 

Verse 9.—“I will surely go with thee.” 
Nothing daunted, Deborah agrees to go, 
but assures Barak the glory of the prom- 
ised victory will not be his, but “the 
Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of 
a@ woman.” With prophetic foresight 
she already sees Jael, the wife of Heber 
the Kenite, coming into the picture. 

Verse 12.—‘Gone up to mount Tabor.” 
It was there that Barak mobilized his 
army, thus giving notice that he was 
about to strike a blow for the liberty 
of Israel. Sisera learned of it almost 
immediately, and the stage was soon set 
for the conflict. 


Verse 13.—“‘Sisera gathered together 
all his chariots.” From all the region 
immediately north of Palestine the king 
of Hazor (which was just over the 
border from Naphtali) gathered together 
his armed hosts, intending at one fell 
stroke to destroy the much smaller army 
of Israel. According to Deborah’s word, 
they encamped by the river Kishon. 


Verse 14.—“This is the day.” Encour- 
aged by Deborah, Barak and his ten 
thousand took the initiative, attacking 
Sisera unexpectedly. The verses that 
follow give the amazing result. The 
great Gentile host was utterly discom- 
fited and Sisera himself slain by Jael 
when, against all Oriental rules of pro- 
priety, he sought refuge in the tent of a 
woman. Once more God had demon- 
strated his care for Israel and his ability 
to use the weak to confound the mighty. 
Deborah, though by her place in nature 
apparently unfitted to be a military 
leader, was a suitable instrument for 
God’s purpose, because she was yielded 
to his will. 


The Heart of the Lesson “ 


A faithful woman, who knew God and 
dared to risk all upon his Word, meant 
more to Israel in this time of crisis than 
all else beside. God ever delights to 
honor faith. He can be depended upon 
never to fail those who put their con- 
fidence in him. We, today, are not, as 
Christians, called to conflict with the 
armies of flesh and blood. Our warfare 
is with the unseen Satanic hosts and the 
worldly spirit of the age, but it is still 
true that we conquer our foes as we re- 
sist them in the spirit of Deborah — faith 
in the living God. Among the over- 
comers there are many heroines as well 
as heroes who have had the courage to 
attack entrenched evil of all kinds with 
the courage of a Deborah. Many a fal- 
tering Barak, too, has been roused to 
valiant service by the encouragement of 
some devoted woman who knew the 
mind of God and was unafraid in the 
face of gravest danger. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The God of the Unusual. God is not 
bound by precedent. He acts in sov- 
ereign grace according to the conditions 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. July 1%7.—Deborah: Emergency Lead- 
1 | Ce OER ter Judges 4:1 to 5:31 
4. July 24.—Gideon: Following God’s 
Se ere Judges 6:1 to 8:35 
5. July 31.—Samson: Strength and Weak- 
i ar cr Judges, Chapters 13 to 16 


6. August 7.—Ruth: Adventurous Faith. 
Book of Ruth 
7. August 14.—The Relation of Temper- 
ance to Character (A personal as- 
pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 
8. August 21.—Hannah: Godly Mother- 


rrr 1 Samuel 1:1 to 2:10 
9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 

oe 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 
10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 

A ET TC oor 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 








of the times. Ordinarily, leadership be- 
longs to the man, and woman’s part is 
that of companion and homekeeper. But 
when the times are out of joint God 
prepares a woman to do a man’s work. 


Barak’s Lack of Confidence. There can 
be no question as to Barak’s bravery. 
He proved himself an able and cour- 
ageous leader when the day of battle 
actually arrived. But he did not have 
the initiative and the sense of divine 
leadership that characterized Deborah. 
Hence his fear to move apart from her 
companionship. 


Jael’s Apparently Treacherous Deed. 
Many have blamed Jael severely for her 
treatment of Sisera. But he had violated 
the privacy of her tent and so compro- 
mised her good name. Besides, she saw 
in him the enemy of Israel with whom 
she and her husband Heber were allied. 
We must not judge her by New Testa- 
ment standards, of which she knew noth- 
ing. She acted for the good of Israel, 
recognizing in Sisera the foe of God and 
his people. He, in his overruling provi- 
dence made her the instrument to de- 
liver Israel from the cruel oppressor. 


Lesson Outlines 
DEBORAH THE DELIVERER 


Israel suffering because of their sins 
(Judges 4:1-3) 


A woman leader (vs. 4, 5) 

Barak called (vs. 6, 7) 

His irresolution (v. 8) 

Deborah’s promise and prediction (v. 
9) 

The two opposing armies (vs. 10, 13) 

The victory (vs. 14-16) 

Sisera’s death (vs. 17-22) 

Israel’s prosperity (vs. 23, 24) 

The song of triumph (chap. 5) 


Practical and Personal Applications 

When all Israel had departed from 
God, Deborah was true to him, and he 
honored her accordingly. Are we seek- 
ing to be as faithful as she? 


Barak needed guidance and encour- 
agement, which God gave through Deb- 
orah. Are we able thus to help others 
who are discouraged and bewildéred? 
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The pride of Sisera was no match for 
the wisdom: of Deborah. Have we 
learned the lesson that “the flesh profit- 
eth nothing”? 


Deborah dared to count on the living 
God and to act accordingly. Have we 
learned this lesson? 


If called of God to lead, do we act 
on his word, or if called to follow, do 
we work well with others? 


If we boast of greater light and knowl- 
edge than these ancient Hebrew char- 
acters, are we as faithful as they in 
doing the work of God and battling for 
the right? 


Our foes are not enemies of flesh and 
blood, but are we standing firmly against 
the unseen powers of evil? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God honors those who honor him, and 
lightly esteems those who turn from 
obedience to his Word. 


When Israel sinned, they became 
weaker than the nations among whom 
they dwelt, for their strength was in 
proportion to their obedience. 


The Canaanite kings who enslaved 
God’s people typified the wicked spirits 
in the heavenlies, who in turn bring 
Christians into bondage when they turn 
from the path of subjection to the Word 
of God. 


Deborah, a woman, had the secret of 
the Lord when the princes of Israel were 
out of touch with him. 


When women rule, it is indicative of 
weakness on the part of men, who ought 
to take the heaviest responsibility (Isa. 
3: 12). 


God’s resources are infinite, and no 
circumstances are too difficult for him. 


Barak’s little army was stronger than 
the Syrian host because the living God 
was with them. 


The heroism of Jael, the wife of Heber 
the Kenite, has brought her name into 
everlasting remembrance. 


Sisera, a proud and haughty boaster, 
met his doom at the hand of a weak 
woman because of his defiance of God. 


It is a great thing to be so definitely 
in touch with God that we can discern 
his mind and so do his will under ad- 
verse and difficult circumstances. 

CHICAGO. 

ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT characterized the days of the 
Judges? 

2. Why did God permit the king of Ca- 
naan to tyrannize over his people? 

3. What led to their deliverance? 

4. Who was Deborah? 


5. Was it God’s ordinary way to appoint 
a woman leader? 


6. What of the character of Barak? 
7. What was the outcome of the conflict? 


8. In what way was Sisera, the Canaan- 
ite general, destroyed? 


9. Was Barak really a man of faith? 


10. How do you harmonize this record 
with the teaching of Christ as to non-re- 
sistance? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 475 of this issue. 








472 * 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
euch illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by th 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Afraid to Surrender to God?—Hath 
not the Lord God oj Israel commanded, 
saying, Go...? (Judges 4:6.) A young 
lady stood talking to an evangelist on 
the subject of consecration. “I dare not 
give myself wholly to the Lord,” she 
said, “for fear he will send me out to 
China.” The mar of God took a live 
coal (as it were) from God’s burning 
altar and applied it: “If some cold, 
snowy morning a liitle bird should come, 
half frozen, pecking at your window, 
and should let you take it in and feed 
it, thereby putting itself eni:-7'v in your 
power, what would you do? Would you 
grip it in your hand and crush it? Or 
would you give it shelter, warmth, food, 
and care?” <A new light came into the 
girl’s eyes. “Ah, I see, I see!” and her 
face shone as she went away. Two years 
later she again met the clergyman and 
recalled to him the incident. With a 
countenance all aglow with holy joy; she 
said, “And do you know, I am going to 
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China!”—From The Sunday _ School 
Times. Sent by M. L. Haskell, Norton, 
Kans. 


Why the Women Were Prominent.— 
And she said, I will surely go with thee: 
notwithstanding the journey that thou 
takest shall not be for thine honour 
(v. 9). Some years ago, Dr. H. H. Snell, 
an English Bible teacher of repute, was 
walking along a busy street with a 
brother in the Lord, when their atten- 
tion was attracted to two women who 
were cenducting a street meeting, giving 
out the Gospel to a great throng of both 
sexes. The unnamed brother, a rigid 
stickler as to the letter of the Word, 
turned to the Doctor and said, “What 
a disgusting thing to see those women 
so forgetful of their place, as to be 
preaching in public!” The venerable Dr. 
Snell replied, “My brother, it is because 
you and I are not there that God is 
using them.”—From Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
in Serving-and-Waiting. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


What They Overlooked.—The Lord 
shall sell Sisera into the hand of a 
woman (v. 9). The friends of Mary 
Slessor, missionary in Africa, were 
amazed when they saw that she, a weak 
woman, had been able to mold savage 
chiefs to her will. One of the chiefs 
explained, “You have evidently forgotten 
to take into account the woman’s God.” 
—From the Westminster Quarterly. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Imprisoning “The Tiger.”—The Lord 
shall sell Sisera into the hand of a 
woman (v. 9b). John B. Gough, the 
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temperance lecturer, was strongly preju- 
diced against the Woman’s Crusade, 
which was a forerunner. of the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union. He be- 
lieved that woman’s true vocation was 
in the home; but his eyes were opened. 
One cold snowy night he saw Frances 
Willard and some twenty-five other 
women kneeling in a gutter before a 
notorious saloon in Chicago. He lis- 
tened to their earnest prayers, which 
did not cease until whiskey and beer 
ran like rain over the pavement and into 
the gutter where they knelt. He learned 
that this was the sixteenth saloon in 
Chicago that had been closed by prayer 
during the week. He cast overboard his 
lifetime prejudice and admitted that 
women could do for the cause what men 
could not. He had named the drink 
craving “The Tiger,” but never before 
had he pictured that burning Tiger im- 
prisoned behind the bars of women’s 
prayers.—From “Tiger! Tiger!” by 
Honore Willsie Morrow. Sent by Mrs. 
S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Something That Stayed—Is not the 
Lord gone out before thee? (v. 14.) The 
importance of being ready for any emer- 
gency was very forcibly called to my 
attention recently. Two lovely girls 
(sisters), ages sixteen and twenty, were 
converted in my meetings some two 
years ago. Each became most exemplary 
in conduct and faithful in service. One 
evening while walking from their coun- 
try home into the city they became vic- 
tims of a very serious accident. A care- 
less automobile driver crashed into them. 
After recovering from unconsciousness, 
the younger of the girls said to me: 
“Tell all the church people, Pastor, that 
we may get a lot of things knocked out 
of us, but I have found that there is one 
thing that cannot be knocked out of us, 
and that is God.”—From a personal ex- 
perience. Sent by the Rev. Leo C. Davis, 
Bloomington, Ind. 


Better Than a New Assignment.—Who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as _ this? 
(Golden Text.) A policeman in Birm- 
ingham, becoming a Christian, was so 
greatly troubled by the sights and 
sounds and sin among which he worked, 
that for a long time he and his wife 
prayed: “Lord, take me out of the police 
service. Give me some other work.” 
No answer came, and no other work 
was opened to him. At last he said to 
his wife: “I think we have been making 
a great mistake. We have been praying 
that I may be taken out of the force, and 
I begin to think he has put me there to 
work. Now I am just going to pray that 
he will let me serve him where I am.” 
This was the beginning of a ‘life of 
marvelous usefulness. His influence over 
the men was so great that he was pro- 
moted to be the head of detectives. He 
was instrumental in the salvation of 


many criminals. The place where God: 


has put you is the place where you can 
do the best service for him.—From 


Moody Monthly. Sent by M. L. Haskell, 


Norton, Kans..- 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the TrmEs weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Lesson for July 17 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thy patient love has been shown forth to 
thy children so many times ! Wandering away 
from thy hand, thy children have brought 
themselves into keen distress, and thou hast 
drawn them with an everlasting love back to 
the path in which thou wouldst lead them. 
Thou dost provide for emergencies, and we 
realize today that we, too, have not been 
mearly as faithful as we should be, and that 
we have again and again turned away from 
thee to our own plans and devices. May we 
not presume upon thy lovingkindness. In 
every hour of special need may we remem- 
ber that thou dost not forget us, and coming 
to thee in humble confession and in our utter 
need, may we commit anew to thee all our 
affairs,. knowing that thy will is best, and thy 
love never ceases, whether in disciplines that 
seem difficult at the time, or in the outpour- 
ing of thy rich blessings at other times. We 
commit our ways to thee today. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus we pray. 

After the Lesson.—There is a word in 
the first verse of our lesson that stands 
out as shewing the way. the Children 
of Israel turned away from God. It is 
the little word “again.” In the seventh 
verse of the third chapter of the Book 
of Judges, the Children of Israel did evil 
in the sight of the Lord, and a second 
time in the twelfth verse, we are told 
just the same thing, and now in this 
lesson for the third time we are told the 
same thing again. How strange that 
these people whom the Lord so lovingly 
helped would turn away from him, and 
do evil in his sight! Strange, did I say? 
Well, perhaps if we judge by the way 
some of us act in these days, it may not 
seem so strange, for no matter what God 
has done for us, is it not true that we 
forget him when the pressure becomes 
too strong from the world, and when we 
doubt even for a moment his ability to 
provide for us in any time of special 
need? Our God doesn’t change. We are 
too often a changeful people, and then 
we come back to God, newly aware of 
his mercy and his lovingkindness. Some 
of us are especially needed in times of 
emergency just as Deborah was. Others 
need our help. God is counting upon us. 
Shall we be faithful to him in what we 
do and say? Shall we be helping*in- 
stead of hindering other folks? Let us 
pray. 














THE LORD 
ONG 
My A TRENGTH 
ALVATION - 
PRAISE HIM! 
ye 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Israel Ups and Downs.—Deborah 
. . . judged Israel at that time (Judges 
4:4). And “at that time” the Children 
of Israel were, after eighty years’ rest, 
at it “again.” Evil was the “it” as we 
are told in the first verse of this chap- 
ter. That word “again” is very reveal- 
ing. When we hear of one of our fel- 
low citizens being “in jail again” we 
know of what sort he is likely to be. 

Israel was that kind..Her history tells 
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of God putting up with her, and taking 
pity on her sinning, and raising up one 
and another choice soul to lift Israel out 
of the bad situation into which the let- 
ting-go of God had landed her. 

This time, instead of a man he sends 
a masterful woman. The lesson com- 
mittee seems to have given her the name 
of Madame Emergency. But if they had 
consulted me I would have suggested 
Joan of Arc (Old Testament edition). 
We are not told whether she heard 
voices, but since she evidently was in 
close touch with God this might easily 
have been the case. At any rate, she 
did for Barak what Joan did for the 
Dauphin Charles. 

All the world knows about Joan, but 
you did not know the King’s name until 
I wrote it here. (Pst! I had to look it 
up!) It is thus we know Deborah and 
forget the big soldier Barak, just as Deb- 
orah told him would be the case. 

Israel as a nation was greatly favored 
by God in miraculous ways. But how 
quickly and easily that nation would 
drop away from God and go down for a 
period of “rest.” 

In a measure the same thing can be 
said of America. Our whole history is 
a narrative of a time of prosperity and 
a moral letdown, then “hard times” and 
a turning to God. “Panics” and “hard 
times” seem to be needful to keep us 
wholesome. ; ; 

“Mr. Ridgway, times like these make 
a fellow think,” as one man in Cat 
Swamp, out of work, said to me when I 
was inviting him to my Rock Run Sun- 
day School. 

Read Mark Twain’s “Personal Recol- 
lection of Joan of Arc,” if you want 
something fine. 


The Helpmate.—Barak said unto her, 
If thou wilt go with me. ... She said, 
I will surely go with thee (vs. 8, 9). 
You may be led to laugh at Barak, and 
doubt his courage, and make wisecracks 
about “petticoat government,” but the 
fact remains that there is no help in any 
undertaking that is worth while, like 
the help of a godly and masterful 
woman. David and Abigail (1 Sam. 25: 
32, 33). And this goes whether the 
woman is one or a dozen or a hundred. 

Every now and then in biography or 
contemporary life you will find a family 
where all the members win distinction 
of one sort or another. When you dig 
in for information you like as not find a 
“Deborah.” There was the wonderful 
Field family, of which Marshal Field, the 
great Chicago merchant, was one. Cyrus 
of the Atlantic Cable another. Justice 
Field, the great lawyer, another. To 
step over into religion from business 
there is the Salvation Army Booth fam- 
ily in. the present day. “Deborah” 
Booth’s name was Catharine. If you will 
step into royalty you will find Deborah 
Winsor’s name was Queen Victoria. This 
great English “Judge” who lived close 
to God was a heart invigorator and a 
hand strengthener to all her family and 
her people. 

Many is the conquering Barak in the 
high place of art, literature, business, and 
statecraft of the big city Avenue and the 
small town Main Street who could truth- 
fully say, “I’ve got to hand it to ‘Debo- 
rah !’.” 
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Years ago there was in Philadelphia 
a large manufacturing concern which 
was the leader in its line. The wife of 
the founder of the business was like a 
second mother to me as a chum of her 
son. This “Deborah” told me that when 
her husband was making his hard fight 
to establish his business she kept her 
house on the four dollars a week paid for 
his board by one of the men who helped 
her husband in his little factory. As 
her “man” struggled and fought along in 
his shop she worked and saved and 
“scratched along.” Eventually her man 
won with a great plant, with sales run- 
ning into millions. A lovely home on 
one of Philadelphia’s fashionable streets. 
Plenty of servants, and “all things richly 
to enjoy.” 

“But,” said Deborah, “I have to smile 
when I think of the time he got an order 
for $100 worth of his products. He was 
so excited he couldn’t sleep, but walked 
the floor all night!” Philadelphia saw 
the great manufacturer, but Philadelphia 
never knew anything about the “Debo- 
rah” who made him possible. (Prov. 14: 
1; 1. Timm: 3:31.) 


The Day !—Up; for this is the day... 
is not the Lord gone out before thee? 
(v. 14). Some years ago George Joly, 
an old Philadelphia friend, in a letter 
to me recommended “The Upward Look,” 
and directed me to the fifth Psalm and 
third verse. Here it is: “My voice shalt 
thou hear in the morning, O Lord; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto 
thee, and will look up.” Ever since, as 
I have awakened, this verse of Serip- 
ture has come to my lips. Yes, indeed, 
start the day with voice and eyes turned 
heavenward. 

When I have had to treat this chal- 
lenge of Deborah’s, I do so with a smile. 
The cry is so superbly feminine, and 
testifies to the genuineness of the record. 
Tomorrow morning all over the land 
this command, entreaty, or threat — de- 
pending upon the tone—will float up 
thousands of stairs, and ninety-nine 
times in the hundred it will be the call 
of the female of the species. 

In our family over in Midway it used 
to be, “Willie, dear, time to get up!” 
from Mother. “Hey, Bill, scram!” from 
one of the brood. “William !” from Dad, 
and that brought the “up” at once. | 

When we had this lesson years ago I 
put this fine slogan of Deborah’s into 
some free verse. Mr. J. W. Humphrey 
of Chatham, Ontario, had a wall card 
made of them. One of these cards hung 
upon my library shelf until houseclean- 
ings wore it out. 

Here are the lines: 

Up for this is the Day 


The Day to keep the heart pure 
And the hands clean. 


The Day to keep the head level 
The Day to boost the other fellow 
The Day to be kind. 


The Day to do one’s level best 
The Day to improve on yesterday 
The Day to make good. 
(Prov. 4:18; Matt. 6:34). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
ve 


. Something more is needed than. the 
dethronement of self; there must be the 
enthronement of Christ—Evan Hopkins. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Wanted: a Man. 
Discussion: Honestly, what are some 
of the practices in social life today that 
take all the worth-while ambition out 
of a fellow? 
Objective: 


Seeking clean, uplifting 
friendships. . 











AY, fellows, God wanted a man. Is- 
rael needed a general who could 
lead her armies against the oppressor. 
For twenty years a heathen king, Jabin, 
had kept the yoke on the necks of the 
Israelites, and they were ground down 
with burdens unbearable. Yet when- 
ever they thought to get out from under 
them, to assert their independence, there 
-was Sisera, Jabin’s general, with 900 
chariots of iron. Who could go up against 
that? And there was no man with the 
courage, the daring, the initiative, the 
faith to lead them. 
Then a woman comes into the picture. 
She is Deborah, a prophetess and a judge 





‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 
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in Israel. -Deborah had a. vision from 
the Lord, and she sent for. Barak, of 
the tribe of Naphtali. She told him 
of the vision which carried God’s prom- 
ise of victory, and challenged him to 
lead Israel into battle against Jabin and 
his powerful Sisera with his 900 chariots 
of iron. Barak answered, “I will go up 
against them if you will go with me!” 
Deborah was an inspiration to Barak; 
her presence would help to keep him 
true to his purpose. And Deborah agreed. 
She accompanied him on the campaign. 
They won a mighty victory, and shook 
off the oppressor’s yoke. 

Fellows, what sort of girls do you go 
with? Do they lift you up, or pull you 
down? Do they challenge you to higher 
things, or do they seem willing to drift 
along with you? When you come away 
from them do you feel that you are bet- 
ter or worse for having been in their 
society? It is well worth thinking about 
—seriously;, for a girl friend or ac- 
quaintance can exert a powerful influ- 
ence over you, and may change the cur- 
rent of your whole life. You may not 
think so, but it is true. 

John Ruskin says: In olden times a 
knight’s armor was often buckled on by 
his lady’s hand. That which is only a 
romantic fancy may enshrine an im- 
mortal truth. The soul’s armor is often 
set to its breast by a woman’s hand, and 
it is only when she braces it loosely that 
the honor of manhood falls. 

The careless girl, the cigarette-smok- 
ing girl, may step along with you on 
the lower level; but if you are wise you 
will seek the companionship of a girl 
who values the higher things and who 
challenges to action the best that is in 
you. 

“Up,” said Deborah to Barak, “for this 
is the day in which the Lord hath de- 
livered Sisera into thine hand: is not 
the Lord gone out before thee?” And 
Barak went forth and won a mighty 
victory over his enemies. 

Many a fellow falls helpless before 
the enemy of his soul, because he is not 
man enough by himself to cope with his 
temptations. He will never rise so long 
as he finds solace in questionable com- 
panionships. May the Lord lead you into 
the society of those who lift up, because 
they themselves are living on the upper 
level, 


CuHarvortte, N. C. 
ye 


My Class of Girls 


By Reatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To lead the girls to prepare 
themselves for faithful service to God, 
their homes, and their country. 

Activity. — Review locations of the 
twelve tzibes and the people of Canaan, 
using the maps made during the week. 
Some one who reads with expression may 
read aloud to the class portions of Deb- 
orah’s song. Use blackboard and note- 
books for outlines given below. 

Memory Verse. — “The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?” (Psa. 27:1b.) 


IRLS, what do you consider the high- 
est achievement for a woman? 
(Hear briefiy the class opinions.) Per- 
haps we could summarize our ideas this 
way: A true Christian woman is one 
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who gives loyal and efficient service to 
God, her family, and her country, as 
opportunities arise. Today we shall be- 
come acquainted with a woman who 
excelled in all three of these phases of 
service. 


1. Service to God.—Two chapters give 
the story of Deborah, the prophetess, but 
one of these is a record of her song of 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord in 
whom she trusted. In how many lives 
is praise so outstanding that it might fill 
one half of the biography? The thought 
in our Memory Verse was surely Deb- 
orah’s life motto. What is that thought? 

Deborah’s office as judge of Israel was 
very definitely a service to God. What 
type of person was chosen to be judge, 
and what were ‘some of the duties? 
(1) Judges were commissioned and em- 
powered for service by the Lord (Judges 
2:16, 18). (2) Their character should 
be most excellent (Exod. 18: 21). (3) 
Their judgment should be just (Deut. 
16:18). (4) God should be consulted in 
the declaration of judgment (Deut. 1: 
17). Would not this last verse be a fine 
motto for modern judges, jurors, or any- 
one in a position of authority over 
others? 


2. Service to her home (Judges 4:4, 5). 
Deborah was wife and homemaker, and 
we may be sure she was a happy and 
successful one. When she and her hus- 
band Lapidoth founded that home on 
Mount Ephraim in its attractive setting 
under the palm tree, they must have 
taken the motto of Joshua for their own, 
“As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord” (Josh. 24:15d), and as the 
Children of Israel “came up to her for 
judgment” they must have recognized 
an atmosphere about this consecrated 
home quite different from their own 
where “new gods” were worshiped. 
Deborah must have entertained her 
guests with gracious hospitality and 
motherly understanding, seeking God’s 
guidance as she helped them to solve 
their problems and become conscious of 
their need of the heavenly Father. That 
alone would have been a mighty service 
to her country, but God had further 
work for her to do. 

Let us look at the historical setting 
of this story. The entire Book cf Judges 
is a record of the sin, oppression, repent- 
ance, and deliverance of Israel. (The 
girls may develop an outline similar to 
the following from Judges 4:1-3): (1) 
Sin — “The children of Israel... did 
evil.” (2) Oppression— “Twenty years 
. . - [Canaanites] mightily oppressed.” 
(3) Repentance — “The children of Is- 
rael cried unto the Lord.” You will find 
this sequence of events repeated over 
and over in Judges as well as in our own 
modern life, but then, as always, the 
Lord responded to the sincere cry of his 
people (Judges 3:9, 15, 31). (4) Deliv- 
erance — “The Lord discomfited Sisera,” 
“God subdued ... the king of Canaan” 
(Judges 4:15, 23). The Lord Jesus 
Christ is our Deliverer today (1 Cor. 15: 
57). 


3. Service to her country (Judges 4: 
6-9). Day after day as Deborah met 
her countrymen who came to her for 
help, her motherly heart was touched 
by their great suffering and she longed 
to see them freed from their oppressors 
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and return to the worship of the true 
God. : Earnestly she must have prayed 
until God revealed to her the method of 
deliverance. “She sent and called Barak,” 
a military leader from the tribe of Naph- 
tali, to go forth with an army of ten 
thousand Israelites to fight against Sis- 
era, captain of the army of Canaan. 

Little did Deborah dream that Barak 
would lack faith in the message of God 
and would ask her to accompany the 
army to the battle front. Notice verse 8. 
In the next verse we learn how quickly 
she responded to the challenge. So cer- 
tain was Deborah of God’s leadership, 
and so anxious was she for the deliver- 
ance of Israel that she was willing to 
go right out and encounter physical dis- 
comforts and even danger for God and 
her people. 

_Deborah was no ordinary woman, and 

the battle she attended was no ordinary 
battle (Judges 4:12-14). The Lord actu- 
ally managed the fighting from Heaven, 
sending rain until the River Kishon be- 
came a furious torrent that overthrew 
iron. chariots, swept away horses, and 
left the soldiers of Canaan helpless be- 
fore the swords of Barak’s army (5:4, 
21). 
* How radiantly joyous were Deborah 
and Barak as they sang their praises to 
God, their Victor! As the song of Deb- 
orah is read aloud, you may check the 
verses which seem to be the most beau- 
tiful, and select several to memorize. 
(The reader may use Judges 5:1-5, 12, 20- 
22, 31, or as much more as time will 
permit.) 

The heading for the Junior Depart- 
ment is, “Why Deborah Sang.” Can you 
answer this question? (Psa. 145:3.) To 
make praise a habit of our lives, let 
us start practicing now with a few tes- 
timonies, and continue to praise through- 
out the week (Heb. 13:15). 

Next Sunday we shall meet a young 
man who, using the resources which God 
provided, overcame the Midianites. Bring 
stories of people who have won victories 
with the Lord’s resources. Learn Joshua 
24: 24b. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


4 


* 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: Build the picture with sky, 
mountains against the sky, a tent under 
a palm tree in the foreground, and Debo- 
rah in front of her tent. 











FTER Joshua died, and Caleb died, 
Israel got into a lot of trouble. The 
first thing that went wrong was them- 
selves. They forgot God, and began to 
worship idols. God had tcld them that 
if they did that, he would let the nations 
around them make slaves of them, and 
sure enough, that was what happened. 
They had no rulers except men that 
God raised up to deliver them out of 
the hands of these nations, and these 
men were called judges. They were not 
kings. 
And one time it seems there was no 
man that God could use, and he called 
a woman named Deborah to be a judge, 
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and she lived under a palm tree in Mt. 
Ephraim. The people came to her to 
have their disputes settled, and to get 
her advice. So we have made our pic- 
ture today to represent Deborah at her 
tent under the palm tree. 

One day Deborah called a man named 
Barak to her and said to him, “Hasn’t 
God told you to take ten thousand men 
of Naphtali and Zebulun and go out 
toward Mt. Tabor, and he will deliver 
into your hands Sisera, captain of Jabin’s 
army, and all the army?” (Jabin was 
the king of Canaan who was their 
mighty enemy at this time.) 

And Barak said, “Yes, and I’ll go if 
you will go with me, and I won’t go if 
you don’t.” He wasn’t very brave, was 
he? He had not much faith in God. Deb- 
orah said she would go with him, but 
she told him before they went that he 
would get no honor out of the battle 
because God was going to give Sisera 
into the hands of a woman. If Barak 
had believed God, and goneeut with his 
army to meet the enemy as God told 
him to, God would have given Sisera 
into his hand, as he promised. 

God gave Deborah and Barak the vic- 
tory, and they chased the army and 
killed them all, but Sisera escaped and 
ran away to the tent of Heber the Ken- 
ite, and Jael, Heber’s wife, killed him 
as he slept. Then Deborah and Barak 
sang a great song of praise and thanks- 
giving to God for delivering their ene- 
mies into their hands. 

Deborah believed God. Because she 
trusted God and obeyed him, God deliv- 
ered Israel. 

Barak would have failed. except for 
the faith of Deborah. 
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Sometimes you can help some other 
child because you believe God. When 
you believe God’s Word, and accept 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you are 
helping some other child to accept him. 
There is always some one like Barak, 
who is saying, “If you will go with me, 
I'll go,” — some person who is afraid to 
do things alone. 

Are you as faithful as Deborah was? 
Maybe it is just a matter of going to 
Sunday school. If you go, you can al- 
most always take somebody with you, 
but if you stay at home, you help an- 
other to stay at home, too. If you are 
a timid child, our Memory Verse (Psa. 
27:1b) is especially good for you, though 
it fits us all. Learn it. 

MopesTo, CaAtir. 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 471) 


1. Anarchy, self-will, 
Judges 21:25.) 

2. Because of their sins against him. 

3. Their repentance and crying to the 
Lord ° (4:3). 


4. The wife of Lapidoth. She judged Is- 
rael in Mount Ephraim. 


5. It was not, but God is sovereign and 
will honor faith wherever it is found. 

6. He was lacking in vision, though a 
brave man generally, but he was not so 
intimately in touch with God as Deborah. 

7. The vast Canaanite army was utterly 
discomfited. 

8. He fled to the tent of a nomad woman 
named Jael, and was slain by her with a 
tent peg, in his sleep. 

9. Yes; he is listed among the heroes of 
faith in Hebrews 11:32. 

10. It was an altogether different dispen- 
sation, when law ruled rather than grace. 


and rebellion, (See 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 24. The Contributions of City and Coun- 
try to Our National Life. Amos 7:14, 15; 
Acts 21:39; 22:3. 


Sunday, July 17 


How to Choose Good Hymns 
(Psa. 92:1; 19:14; 1 Cor. 14:15) 





Mon.—Select Scriptural hymns (Psa. 100). 

Tues.—Select hymns that fit the topic 
(Gen. 28:10-22). 

Wed.—Select hymns that lead to wor- 
ship (Eph. 1:3-12). 

Thurs.—Build around’ great Christian 
ideas (Eph. 1:15-23). 

Fri.—Sing about God’s care for us (1 
Pet. 5:6-11). 

' Sat.—Sing of the cross (Gal. 2:20, 21). 











HOOSING good hymns for your 
young people’s meeting is not easy. 

It requires thought and care and prep- 
aration, but on the other hand it is not 
too. difficult for any young person who 
is willing to give reasonable time and 
attention to it. In her book, “The Suc- 
cessful Young People’s Society,” Cath- 
erine Atkinson Miller illustrates the 
wrong kind of young people’s meet- 
ing, as well as giving valuable hints 
and suggestions for the right kind. In 
the wrong kind of meeting the leader 
begins by venturing, “Shall we begin?” 





Trueto the Bible 
In these days of darkening apostasy, 
Christian people are often perplexed. 
Where can they make their gifts so 
that they will know that their money 


is being faithfully used for the win- 
ning of souls? 


A Testimony 


In 1933 God raised up a testimony 
to the truth of the Gospel. It is 
called the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 


By Faith 

Its missionaries are working in needy 
fields: South America, India, China, 
Korea, Manchukuo. All are Bible 
believers, and all are  soul-winners. 
In the highest sense the work of this 
Board is conducted by faith. God 
has never disappointed that faith. 


We await from Him the means to send 
and maintain nine newly appointed 
and consecrated missionaries. As we 
wait, we earnestly ask the prayers of 
God’s people that He may provide 
all that is necessary, both spiritually 
and financially, for a great harvest of 
souls, 


The Independent Board for 


Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
$05-A Otis Building, Philadelphia, Penna. 
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No objection being forthcoming she con- 
tinues, “We'll begin by singing Number 
32. Bertha, will you play?” 

Bertha, who obviously had had no 
advance notice of this duty, comes for- 
ward slowly, and plays a few bars of 
the hymn without enthusiasm. The 
singers lag behind the piano. Then at 
the conclusion of the first hymn the 
leader inquires, “Has anyone a favo- 
rite?” A second hymn entirely unre- 
lated to the first is the result. 

4 

Some of us smile, no doubt, for we 
have been in many such meetings. Let 
us see, then, if we cannot put down a 
few principles that will help us avoid 
this sort of hymn choosing. 


1. Choose hymns that fit the topic of 
the meeting. This means preparation 
before the meeting. Learn to use the 
topic index in your hymn book or song 
book. Occasionally a very few words 
from the song leader, pointing out the 
particular part of the hymn that em- 
phasizes the topic, will be in order and 
helpful. 

2. Choose hymns that are true to the 
Bible. 
mention the blood of Christ, the atone- 
ment, salvation, the Saviour’s love, the 
Holy Spirit, and the like. Young peo- 
ple need these verities of the faith em- 
phasized over and over again. 


3. Avoid hymns of vague or empty 
expression. There are a number of 
hymns that, in themselves, are harm- 
less, and yet have so little that is worth 
while in them that it is a waste of time 
to use them. Never choose a hymn 
merely for the attractive music. 


4. Avoid hymns that present merely 
a social gospel, or that glorify man. 
One finds occasionally in young peo- 
ple’s song books hymns by Unitarian 
writers that magnify the universal 
fatherhood of God, or tell us what a 
wonderful creature man is and how he 
is going to right all the social wrongs 
of earth. This is a picture that the 
Bible does not present, and we shall 
do well to avoid singing about it. 

5. Choose hymns on themes within 
the experience, expressing the need, or 
giving the testimony of young people. 
There is an unreality in a group of 
young people singing about the won- 
ders of an experience they have never 
shared. Some hymns are written from 
a deep experience and a long life of 
service and fellowship. ‘These are ex- 
cellent hymns, but hardly in place in a 
young people’s meeting, any more than 
was the testimony of the little girl in 
a Methodist class meeting. She rose to 
her feet, after a number of testimonies, 
and thanked the Lord that she had 
been serving him for the past fifty years. 

6. Don’t be afraid of true emotion or 
sentiment in a hymn. Many of the ex- 
periences of everyday life are full of 
sentiment. What would love, or grati- 
tude, or sorrow, or joy be without sen- 
timent? Sentiment, when it is genuine, 
has a real place in the Christian ex- 
perience of young people. 


7. Avoid jazzy or frivolous musical 
settings. They are not conducive to 
worship, and may completely destroy 
the. message of the words. The music 


Look especially for those that 
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may be bright and happy without hav- 
ing the beat of the jungle. In this con- 
nection, seldom do hymns set to the 
music of well-known tunes prove ef- 
fective. There are some exceptions to 
this, but almost unconsciously one will 
think of the secular words if the music 
is very familiar. 


8. Employ variety. For instance, do 
not always sing “O Zion, Haste” for the 
missionary topic. There are other fine 
missionary hymns and some that are 
not distinctly classed as missionary that 
still have missionary teaching. Repe- 
tition can be helpful but it can easily 
be overdone. 


9. Pray for guidance in the choice of 
hymns just as you would pray for illumi- 
nation on the message. God often uses 
the hymn to speak to hearts when the 
message has missed its point, or has gone 
unheeded. : 


PHILADELPHIA. 





s Children at Home 


A Chinese Good Samaritan 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


REAT UNCLE LING was being be- 
sieged by his nephew and niece for 
a story. 

“It must be a true one,” said Me-Me 
(Little Sister), “and all about robbers,” 
said Pao-pe (Precious One) who was her 
elder brother, and had just been given 
a water pistol for his New Year’s pres- 
ent. 

“All right, I’ll tell you a story,” said 
their kind old uncle. 

“Now one day many years ago I was 
traveling up our river when a band of 
armed robbers boarded our steam launch 
and took us all captives. We were rob- 
bed, and chained together, and driven 
over steep mountain paths ali through 
the long, dark night. If anyone stumbled 
or fell he was terribly beaten, and we 
dared not stop a minute until we 
reached the secret caves on top of the 
hills. There we were imprisoned, but 
one or two broke their heavy chains and 
died fighting the robbers. After some 
days several escaped, but there was one 
—a boy little older than you are, Pao-pe 
— who could easily have gotten away, 
for he was quick, and clever, and strong 
as a little pony, and like a slippery eel, 
but he insisted on staying to help me 
because I was very sick with fever and 
could not manage even to feed myself. 
I had cut my feet and legs so badly on 
the sharp stones that they were very 
sore, and this boy washed and bound 
them up with strips torn from his own 
cotton coat. He told me that he had 
lost his parents and had only an old 
grandmother living far away in a village 
in the valley beyond. 

“7 have still great joy here in my 
heart, Elder Brother,’ said this boy, ‘be- 
cause I have learned to love God my 
heavenly Father who cares for us all. 
At first my father would not believe 
the good words and wanted to take me 
away from the Jesus school, but my 
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mother persuaded him to let me stay. 
We were always very poor, but the for- 
eigners. asked no fees from us day 
scholars, if we had no money to pay 
them, and the school master Mr. Lee 
was very good and kind. Alas, he had 
to go elsewhere when my parents died, 
and I had to go to work to help keep 
our poor home together. I never forgot 
‘his last words to me: “Remember, my 
son, to love and obey God your heavenly 
Father and please him by loving and 
serving others for his sake. So, Hon- 
orable Elder Brother, how could I leave 
you sick and miserable here? Let us 
pray that the great, good God will cause 
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the soldiers to come soon and set us 
free.”’ Uncle Ling paused and looked 
over the heads of the children, as he 
thought of the long, weary weeks before 
‘they were delivered. 

“But,” he said, “we escaped; and if we 
had not, the soldiers would have come 
too late, for I was only kept alive by the 
care of the brave, kind boy who denied 


-himself in every way for me.” 


“What became of the boy afterward. 
Great Uncle?” asked Pao-pe. 

“I do not know, my son, for when he 
saw me safe home he started away to 
get back to his Granny. I have tried 
often to find him since, but they imme- 
diately disappeared from the village, and 
I could get no news of them. You must 
never forget about him, Pao-pe, but try 
to follow his example in serving others. 
He was a veal hero and obeyed what the 
Holy Book tells us to do for the Sav- 
iour’s sake.” 

Some time after Pao-pe and his little 
sister went to stay with some cousins in 
their old-fashioned country home. Behind 


‘the big house was a high hill with a pa- 


goda built on the top. It had eight stones, 
each with its own little roof curling up- 
wards at the corners, from which hung 
bells which rang so sweetly by the wind. 

“I say, Pao-pe,” said his cousin Wing 


-On, “when the others go off to the city 


this afternoon let us go to the top of the 
pagoda hills and fly kites.” Pao was de- 
lighted, and the boys eagerly set off and 
had a jolly time. There were lots of 
trees. to climb which gave a finerview 
over the valley beneath. They took dif- 
ferent sites to shout out the things they 
could see passing below. 

“T see a coolie-carrier,” cried Pao; “he 
has either fish or ducks in his baskets. 
Oh !’—as suddenly three armed men 
dashed out from behind some rocks and 
struck the poor man to the ground. Seiz- 
ing his baskets, they left him wounded 
and helpless, lying on the roadway. Ina 


‘flash Pao-pe shouted, “Robbers! Rob- 


bers !” and dashed away down the hill 
regardless of the fact that the robbers 
were rushing toward him. Both boys 


‘dived into the undergrowth to avoid 
them, and his cousin hid in a convenient _ 


cave-like opening on the hillside. There 
was room for Pao, too, if they both 
squeezed in tight, but the thought of the 
poor wounded coolie drove him on. 

“I must try to get help for him even 
if the robbers see and capture me.” So, 
setting his teeth, he dashed out, and as 
he heard the sound of a bus in the far 
distance he felt he must risk anything 
to save the man. Fortunately the rob- 
bers did not notice him until he was past 
them, and then he was only just in time 
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to drag the fallen man aside before the 
bus tore past at a great speed, the driver 
being afraid of the robbers. 

Fortunately the coolie was only stun- 
ned, and when some farmers came along 
Pao-pe managed to persuade them to 
help him. 

“Why are you so kind, Little Brother?” 
asked the man. “I am only a poor 
stranger.” 

“Because I love the good kind God, our 
Father in Heaven,” said the boy, “and 
he tells us to treat others well because 
he loves you and every one.” 

“The words are nourishing,” said the 
man. “I must know more of such teach- 
ing, and there is a Jesus worship hall in 
my village, so I can hear about this way 
of life.” 

Pao-pe felt very glad, and his Great 
Uncle Ling was pleased when he heard 
later that he had been able to show 
“loving pity” to another in his need. 
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Faith Theological Seminary’s 
First Year 


EADERS of the Times will be inter- 
ested to know that Faith Theological 
Seminary, at Wilmington, Del., the open- 
ing of which was announced in these 
columns last fall, has finished its first 
year and reports God’s blessing upon its 
work. Despite the fact that the Semi- 
nary was first announced late in the 
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season, twenty-five graduates of recog- 
nized colleges, some with previous semi- 
nary training, were enrolled as students. 
Fifteen colleges and thirteen states and 
provinces were represented in the stu- 
dent body. The Seminary has been 
granted the right to give degrees, and at 
the commencement exercises five men 
received the degree of Bachelor of Di- 
vinity, two the graduate degree of Mas- 
ter of Sacred Theology. The Rev. James 
R. Graham, Jr., of China, delivered the 
commencement address. Two of this 
year’s graduates are soon entering for- 
eign missionary work, one going to 
Peru and the other to Manchuria. A 
third plans to continue his studies at 
the Seminary. Churches are opening 
for others. Undergraduates are employed 
in Christian work this summer. 

When the Seminary was announced 
it was said that it would be conducted on 
a faith basis, incurring no debts and 
looking to the Lord for support. This 
plan has been followed and God has 
graciously supplied, so that the an- 
nouncement was made at commencement 
that money had been received to pay 
all obligations to date. The Seminary’s 
first year has been a wonderful record 
of answered prayer. Part of the train- 
ing of the students has been the develop- 
ing of the vital spiritual life so neces- 
sary to those who would serve the Lord. 
The goal, also, of real Christian scholar- 
ship has been set before the students. 
Entrance is strictly limited to graduates 
of recognized colleges, and all students 
are required to become proficient in the 
original languages of Scripture. 

Faith Seminary requires more study of 
the original languages than any other 
Seminary in this region, and has built 
its curriculum so as to emphasize the 
courses which bear directly ‘upon the 
Bible. The faculty is headed by the 
Rev. Allan A. MacRae, Ph.D., who was 
trained under the late Professor Robert 
Dick Wilson, and for a year was his 
assistant; the Rev. Alfred W. Eppard is 
Instructor in New Testament; the Rev. 
R. Laird Harris, Instructor in Old Testa- 
ment; Dr. George H. Seville, Instructor 
in Greek and Homiletics; and Dr. H. 
McAlister Griffiths, Instructor in Church 
History and Bible Survey. Well-known 
ministers, including Dr. A. L. Lathem, 
Dr. Harold S. Laird, and the Rev. 
Merril T. MacPherson, lectured in special 
subjects. Gordon A. Curtis gave instruc- 
tion in public speaking and music. A 
feature of the work is the two special 
periods each week given to addresses by 
the faculty and by other Christian 
leaders; this year the following were 
heard: the Rev. Carl McIntire; the Rev. 
William R. McCarrell; Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, President of Dallas Theological 
Seminary; Norman P. Grubb of London; 
Dr. Philip E. Howard, President of The 
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Schuyler English, President of the Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible; W. Cameron 
Townsend of Mexico; and the Rev. James 
R. Graham, Jr., of China. Students also 
enjoy the close association with the First 
Independent Church of Wilmington, of 
which Dr. Harold S. Laird is pastor. 
The testimony of Faith Theological 
Seminary is unique in this part of the 
country. Not only does it stand squarely 
for the facts and doctrines of the Word 
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of God and for a scholarly presentation 
of historic Christianity, but also — and 
equally important for these last days — it 
stands for the premillennial hope of the 
Lord’s coming and for a life separated 
from the world and unto the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This combination of vital spir- 
itual life with believing Christian schol- 
arship is all too rare today. The prayers 
of God’s people are requested, that this 
testimony may be advanced. Anyone 
desiring further information about this 
work and witness is invited to write to 
the Rev. R. Laird Harris, Registrar, Faith 
Theological Seminary, Fourteenth and 
DuPont Streets, Wilmington, Del. 


ve 


This Summer's Conferences 
at Camp Pinnacle 


NE of the original Christian camps 

for girls is Girls’ Camp Pinnacle, 
high in the Helderberg Mountains and 
about one hour’s drive from Albany, 
N. Y. Thousands of happy girls flock 
to it from year to year, to enjoy the 
outdoor life in its sunshine and cool 
breezes. 

In recent years the opening of the fine 
state road has made access to the camp 
so easy, by bus or taxi or private car, 
that gradually all the features of a sum- 
mer Bible conference have been added. 
Among the speakers scheduled for this 
summer are: James E. Mallis, Dr. Harold 
S. Laird, Wendell P. Loveless, L. L. Leg- 
ters, Dr. Tom Lambie, Archie L. Dyer, and 
a new voice here in the East, Mrs. Eve- 
lyn M. McClusky, founder and Director 
of the Miracle Book Club. 

Some new features have been added 
to the program. There is a weekly 
Young People’s Rally each Friday eve- 
ning, with supper served outdoors, fol- 
lowed by a song service and inspirational 
meeting. Also during the General Bible 
Conference, August 8-15, there is a 
“Family Week,” when whole families 
may come with tent or trailer equipment 
and be given camping privileges. 

The rates are very reasonable: $10 a 
week, plus $1 registration fee. Full in- 
formation may be had by writing Girls’ 
Camp Pinnacle, R. F. D., Voorheesville, 
NN: ¥. 
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Giving John's Gospel 
to the Sick and Shut-in 


N EARNEST Christian woman has 

felt called to engage in a quiet min- 
istry. of giving the Gospel of John to 
the sick, the aged, and the shut-in. The 
latter includes those who are detained 
in prisons, reformatories, or asylums of 
any sort. She has restricted her giving 
to these, and is offering, free of cost, 
as many Gospels as anyone can use in 
this way. 

They are attractive little books, with 
a Bible map and outline especially pre- 
pared for this edition. Their small size 
makes it easy for the sick and weak to 
handle them, She calls it her “pillow 
evangelism.” Vacationists might well 
carry a supply of these Gospels to use 
as opportunity offers. 

She also has a set comprising the 
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whole Bible in thirty-one small volumes, 
bound in limp cloth, accompanied with 
a leather cover into which each may 
be slipped in turn for carrying in the 
pocket or handbag. Each book contains 
a handy Bible map. The little set and 
cover cost $2. 

Both the free Gospels of John and the 
set of Bible portions may be had from 
Miss Elizabeth Merriam, Framingham, 
Mass. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League — 


“magnify the Lord.” 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 
i July 11 to 17 
Mon.—Judges 4:1-3. Isracl’s Distress. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He mightily op- 
pressed the children of Israel.” Anti- 
Semitism is nothing new. It is as old 
as Pharaoh. Israel’s suffering will end 
in ‘blessing. Anti-Jewish provocations 
are’ fostering a deep God-consciousness, 
and a wistful clinging to compassionate 
Christians. Israel’s distress provides a 
wonderful evangelistic opportunity. 
Pray for Bible House of Los Angeles, 
927 Westmoreland Avenue, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 


Tues.—Judges 4:4-9, Deborah’s Prophecy. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord shall 
sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” 
Barak’s timidity called forth this in- 
spired prophecy. It was actually ful- 
filled in Jael’s deed (v. 24). God uses 
the best he has. He uses “base things,” 
and “things despised,” and “things that 
are not,” that no flesh should glory in 
his presence. Barak’s faith is given 
honorable mention in the eleventh of 
Hebrews. Pray for Christian Action 
Conference, Winona Lake, Ind. 


Wed.—Judges 4:12-14. Deborah’s Leadership. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Up; for this is 
the day.” Faith assures spiritual lead- 
ership. It perceives the things of God. 
Unbelief says: “It is not the time.” 
Faith calls for timely action: “Up; for 
this is the day.” It is still the “victory 
that overcomes the world.” Pray for 
Canadian Keswick, Ferndale, Muskoka, 
Ont., Can. 


Thurs.—Esther 4:10-14. Esther’s Call. 

_ Prayer Succestions: “Come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” The 
call of need is the call of God. ‘“What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.” “Whoso... seeth his 
brother have need,” and holds back com- 
passion, “how dwelleth the love of God 
in him?” Esther had her individual re- 
sponsibility and you have yours. Pray 
for Montrose Bible Conferences, Mont- 
rose, Pa. 


Fri.—Acts 16:11-15. Lydia’s Leadership. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The house of 


Lydia. Lydia’s excellencies are men- 
tioned in the divine record. The Lord 


honors them that honor him. Honorable : 


women ever have been the glory of. the 
Church. May God multiply their num- 
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ber, and bless their hospitality to the 
servants: of God. Pray for Big Bear 
Bible Conference, Pine Knot, Calif. 


Sat.—Luke 1:46-55. Womanhood Glorifying God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My soul doth 
The object of Mary’s 
adoration is unmistakable. 
Saviour’! The One from whom she re- 
ceived highest honor and who has made 
all generations call her “blessed,” was 
himself the theme of her doxology. In- 
telligent praise from holy lips glorifies 
God. Pray for Peniel Bible Conference, 
Ldke Luzerne, N. Y. 


Sun.—Psalm 46:1-11. God Our Helper. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “A help readily 
found” (marg.). The nearness of God 
our Helper is the theme of this com- 
forting Psalm. “The trouble with some 
kinds of help,” says the late Dr. A. C. 
Dixon, “is, that it is not present.” God 
is our present help. Luther and Me- 
lancthon used to sing this Psalm of con- 
solation. Here is a soft pillow for every 
troubled Christian. Pray for Ben Lip- 
pen Bible Conference, Asheville, N. C. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add & cents for postage. 


INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptions, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 
clubs. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is _ published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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DO YOU REALIZE 


That over 2,000,000 Jews are gathered in NewYork? That 
this much neglected field is a challenge to Christian mis- 
sions? That the New York Jewish Mission, founced 
in 1908 by the saintly Dr. Thos. M. Chalmers, is striving 
zealously to reach them? That this faith work is depend- 


ent upon your cooperation by gift and sayett 
Subscribe for our monthly Oe WISH MISSIONARY 
MAGAZINE,” $1.06 oer annum. 


Sample free. Write Rev FrRepgrick A. ASTON 
New York Jewish Evangelization Society 
P. 0. Box 19, Hamilton Grange Station, NEW YORK, N, Y. 











CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 


FOR 


Sunday Schools 


Quarterlies and Papers following the 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics. A full sample pack 
including our General Catalogue will be sent on 
application by any Sunday school official. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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As you face life’s sunse 





You FACE OLD AGE WITHOUT FEAR 
WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED 
BY ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 
of the AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


The annuity plan of the American Bible 
Society means ... Security in Old Age... 


Freedom from Worry .. . a Steady 
Income . . - Permanent Satisfaction. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s checks 
have brought security in spite of disturbing 
world conditions. A check semi-annually 
would mean much to you! In addition 
you have the satisfaction of sharing in the 
work of making the Bible more widely 
available throughout the world. 
The booklet «A Gift That Lives” explains the plan. 
. eMAIL THIS COUPON TODAY + 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Bible House, N.Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet $S-27 entitled “A Gift Lives.” | 


Name. 
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..-more about the Bob Jones College 


Cleveland, Tennessee 


** My business is to inspect colleges. I have inspected over three hun- 
dred in the United States. There is something in the Bob Jones College 
I have never found in any other institution. I can’t tell it. I can’t 
write it. People just have to visit the Bob Jones College and feel it.” 
That is what a great educator said some time ago. 


The Bob Jones College is located in the beautiful 
Tennessee Valley section of the South at Cleveland, 
Tennessee. It is interdenominational, co-educational, 
orthodox. It stands without apology for the “old-time 
religion” and for the absolute authority of the Bible. 


It is a corporation not for profit. It was founded by 
Dr. Bob Jones, internationally known evangelist. It is 
engaged in the business of training orthodox, Christian 
leaders — lawyers, doctors, teachers, preachers, busi- 
ness men, business women, etc. 


It has as high educational standards as any similar 


institution in the world. Credits are accepted by col- 


leges and universities in all sections of the country. 
Forty per cent of its graduates have entered leading 
graduate schools, and have uniformly “made good.” 


The devil is against the institution because it is a 
base of interdenominational, orthodox testimony and is 
training outstanding, cultured, thinking, orthodox, Chris- 
tian leaders. Graduates have good positions and are 
successful in their chosen fields of service. Students 
are so trained that if they cannot find positions when 
they go out into the world they have enough initiative 
to create their own positions. 


Personal attention is given to-each student. Piano, 
pipe organ, speech, violin, and voice are given with- 
out additional cost. 


While the College is effectively teaching academic 
subjects, it is constantly “drilling into” the students a 
genuine Christian philosophy of life. The College has 
proved that if a young person is trained how to live, 
he has no difficulty making a living. 


On the Board of Trustees are such outstanding or- 
thodox Christian leaders as Dr. W. E. Biederwolf, 
Dr. David L. Cooper, Bishop H. M. DuBose, Dr. 
Walter L. Wilson, Dr. Mel Trotter, Mr. R. G. Le- 
Tourneau, Dr. George McNeely, Mrs. Billy Sunday, 
Dr.-H. A. Ironside, and-Dr.-Bob Shuler. These leaders 
are prepared to give personal testimony to the quality 
of the work -done by. the College and the Christian 
atmosphere in the College. 


Parents may send their sons and daughters to the 
College and go to sleep at night in peace knowing 
that their children are safe physically, mentally, and 
spiritually, and knowing at the same time that they 
have as good educational advantages as can be found 
in any similar institution. 


The College was filled to overflowing last year, so 
the main purpose of this advertisement is not just to 
enroll students. It is intended primarily as a testimony 
to orthodoxy. Of course, the institution would like to 
receive a great many applicants for enrollment in order 
that it may select the best possible type students. 


If you are interested in a College with high educational standards, 
which is at the same time an institution putting God first, write for 
catalog, detail as to credits and other information. 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Acting Pres., Bob Jones College 


Cleveland, Tennessee 
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